Children's lesson:  Moses was adopted - This resource was created by Kay Morgan-Gurr, director of Children Worldwide (childrenworldwide.org.uk). 
To begin
[bookmark: _GoBack]Have the children come into an activity called “My favourite…..”  Put large sheets of paper on the floor or on tables with different headings in the middle of the page:  My favourite toy, My favourite food, My favourite drink, My favourite book, My favourite TV programme

Get the children to write or draw their answers on these sheets of paper - they can have more than one answer! [Aim: get the children to understand that every child has favourite things that help them settle – for example, a favourite toy or blanket that goes everywhere with them!]

Set the scene
Explain that some children are unable to live with the families they were born into but have to be looked after by another family – either temporarily (fostering) or permanently (adopted). You will know the appropriate level of detail to go into.

Try using puppets. Pretend the puppet is your ‘Foster Puppet’. (It’s ok to have the puppet ‘whisper’ and the puppeteer to relate what it ‘said’.) Get the puppet to ‘talk’ about things like:
· Their favourite things and what it was like to leave them behind or take them.
· Finding their new family ate different sorts of food, only drank water at meal times etc.
· What it was like having different rules: bed times, doing chores, homework etc.
· Having brothers or sisters who either came with them or went somewhere else.
· Having foster brothers and sisters they’ve never met before.
· Don’t dwell too long on any of the areas and don’t feel you have to do all the suggestions.
[Aim: to show what it can be like to suddenly have to stay with a different family in a different
house, to miss their favourite things and their siblings and have to learn to get on with other children they have never met before!]


Think
Use the Puppet sketch and opening activity to talk about fostering and adoption. Ask: “What would it feel like to live in a different house from yours?” Different rules. Different food. Different clothes. Different people in your house… except, it’s not your house.”

Game
Musical Houses - this is a variation on an old favourite! Put newspaper pages on the floor. Whilst some music is playing the children walk around. When the music stops the children have to stand on the newspaper - as many as possible on each sheet. With each round you can either take a sheet away or make each sheet smaller by folding it in half.
[Aim: for some children in long term foster care, the amount of times they move can feel like musical
homes. Or they may feel they are being squeezed into a new home and don’t feel they fit!]

The story
Tell the story of the birth of Moses up until he went to Pharaoh’s house (Exodus 1:8 – 2:10)
As you end the story, bring in questions about how Moses, his birth family and his adoptive family may have felt about things. (Remember - we know the end of the story; Moses didn’t)
In the story telling, note that:
--Moses was adopted by Pharaoh’s daughter, but then was ‘fostered’ by his birth family until he was a little older. He got to know his biological brothers and sisters in that time.
--Pharaoh’s daughter had other children. When Moses went to live at the palace, he had to get used to his ‘new’ brothers and sisters, but would have missed his birth siblings.
--The rules, food, customs and even the language would have been very different too.

Think
How can we help friends who are fostered? Some families in your church may foster or adopt children.  Some of the children in the class may be in kinship, foster, or adoptive care.  How can we be helpful, caring friends to all children?

Pray
Paper-doll chain prayer:  The children can make these.
Get the children to:
1 Write their own name on one of the people, and then pray about how they can help.
2 Draw faces on the people - some happy, some sad. Then stop to pray for children currently in foster care or being adopted, and for their new brothers and sisters. (For older children you might like to suggest writing different emotions on the bodies, such as “scared, feeling different, worried, missing home”)
3 Tape/glue the paper doll chain into a circle, and then pray for the whole church as they help familieswho foster or adopt.
Let the children take these home to remind them to keep praying.
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